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A BESTIARY OF THE ANTHROPOCENE is an illustrated compilation
of hybrid creatures of our time, equally inspired by medieval bestiaries and
observations of our damaged planet. Designed as a field handbook, it aims
at helping us observe, navigate, and orientate into the increasingly artificial
fabric of the world. Plastiglomerates, surveillance robot dogs, fordites,
artificial grass, antenna trees, Sars-Covid-2, decapitated mountains,
drone-fighting eagles, standardised bananas... each of these specimens are
symptomatic of the rapidly transforming “post-natural” era we live in.
Often without us even noticing them, these creatures exponentially spread

and co-exist with us.

A BESTIARY OF THE ANTHROPOCENE seeks to capture this precise
moment when the biosphere and technosphere merge and mesh into one new
hybrid body. What happens when technologies and their unintended
consequences become so ubiquitous that it is difficult to define what is
“natural” or not? What does it mean to live in a hybrid environment made of
organic and synthetic matter? What new specimens are currently populating

our planet at the beginning of the 21st century?

INCLUDING — 60 written observations on selected hybrid specimens
& creatures — 11 long contributions, and original critical essays by leading

experts — 100+ original handmade pointillist illustrations — >Book Excerpt
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PLASTIGLOMERATE 21

Coined by a team made of a gelogist, an oceanographer, and
sculptor, the term “plastiglomerate” refers o a new kind of rock made
of melted plastics, marine ebris, basalt, and wood combined into a
single substance by bonfires. Such a kind of geological formation,
neither stone, nor plastic, was recently found on Hawaiian Beaches,
possibly a terminal point in the worldwide circulation of garbage.
Plastiglomerates can be seen as one of the many disturbingyet
‘material markers of the Anthropocene, this new epoch viewed as the
period during which human actvity has been the dominant influence
on the climate and the environment. Plastic is a century old but these
‘peculiar Hawaiian rocks show that it can quickly be integrared with
other matter through geological forces. They give us the impression
that both consumer society and metamorphism can be combined to
forge the relics of our industrial civilizations. Such process happens
almost in real-time, compared to geological timeftames. Labelled as
“plasticrust” by geologists, a similar phenomenon has been observed

‘adhered directly onto rocks zlong the shoreline.

To some extent, plastiglomerate is the visible manifestation of a
lr level

B i < i icric parics in o enveon

‘ment, i the food we eat, in the water we drink, and eventually in our

bodies. This is why plastiglomerate embodics the general condition

of our world, a hybrid of synthetic polymers and organic compounds.

Gorcaran, patricia, Charles Woore, and Kelly Javac. 2014

ANTENNA TREE 125

The ubiquitous presence of cell phone towers in urban and rural
i visual character (per

as ugly by the people living nearby) and the clectromagnetic waves
around them. A side effect of our society’s longing for uninterrupted
connectivit, the design and building of phore towers are. noy

influenced by various strategies. One of them consists in the use of
camoullage tciniques,an obviouly, the “naturs” meapor plays

with

mobile phone towers disguised as trees are perhaps n» f—
example of the nature/technology mishmash nowadays. Designed in

living around them—a tactic also employed for oil rigs—such kind of
concealment was first proposed by South African engineers in the mid
1990s. Noting the analogy berween palm trees and phone masts, the.
team, commissioned by Vodacom to solve this visual pollution, decided
i by adding glass fiber
e

Fake tree-masts, like oil rigs camouflaged as palm trees, can be seen
as a very pragmatic and quite socially accepted form of nature/
technology integration. As pointed out by Rick Miller and Ted Kane®":
“the resultis the camouflaged cell phone tower, the by-product of the
only position available to communities who oppose cell phone towers,
that is 10 demand their invisibiity. Hiding its presence from public
view, the ubiquitous cell phone tower camouflaged as a palm tree
‘becomes an appropriate icon for the private infrastructural network
of our day” Alter a e years o thes exscs, i s ineesting t0

birds built nests ﬂlem,xnd

in unexpe s,
elephants use them as scrarching poss.

3 Willer, Rick, and Ted Kane. 2008. “Mobile Phanes. Cell
Strctire.sn T It seuctul €t Metvorked Ectogies
40’ Los Angetes. Barceton
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¢ Hopper on Sep 9, 1947.

TRAPPED HERMIT CRAB

Hermit crabs are crustaceans with spiraly curved abdomens that are.
proected from predators by a salvaged empry seashell carred by the
animal, into which its whole body can retract. Since suitable intact
shells are somerimes a imited resource, vigorous competiton often.
oceurs among them. Not used to plastic, hermit crabs can confuse the
debris—bortle caps, straws, cups, boxes—washed up on beaches and
seashores with sea shells and crawl into it causing them to frequently
et stuck and sarve o death. This dramaricsituaion s worscned by

152 new shell availabl fo them “This chain reaction leads scores of

and fall o 3
Killng thousands of them in recent years'. While this stuation was
only documented in the Cocos (Keeling) Islands in the Indian Ocean
and Henderson Island in the South Pacific, it is likely to be an issue
anywhere hermit crabs live alongside plastc rubbish.

Bena. 3045 -zn('awmrw(w-ln( : beors:
Sourat of Koo mocorite Si7 1O

V. KINGDOM OF
MISCELLANEOUS

“Since the Second World War, the planet has gradually become
alife-sized laboratory. The previous model of the factory planet”
has given way to the ‘laboratory planet’. The planet has been
captured, transformed into capital and put to work becoming a
stranger 1 itslf in the process, or being managed like any other
innovative company. We are the laboratory subjects, but can we

in possession of his i i
that has now taken on a momentum of its own? Can we change
the destiny and the choices of this aboratory?”
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PYROCUMULONIMBUS CLOUD 143

Labelled on NASA' offcial website as the “fire-breathis
cloud, also known as
genitus cloud (CbFg), is @ type of cloud that forms above a source of
ear, such as a wildfire volcanic eruption, or atomic blat. Propagating
at high-alritudes, this kind of cloud formation reaches the upper tropo-
sphere or even lower stratosphere and may involve precipitarion, hail,
lighting, extreme low-level winds, and in some cases even tornadoes
(@ process known as pyro-tomadogenesis). The combined effects of
these phenomena can greatly increase firespread and cause direct
in addition to “normal” fires. Whil
considered pyrocumulonimbus clouds to be very rare, they noticed how
they have become more common in the last ten years, associzted with
extreme weather events such as wildfires in Australa or California.
Despite precedents, the World Meteorologicel Organisation (WMO)
recognised in 2017 that any Cumulonimbus cloud that is clearly
observed to have criginated as a consequence of localised natural
be classifed by any " variety, and
, followed by the term i

ing dragon”, the
flamma-

CLOUD SEEDING 149

Cloud seeding s a weather moification technique that sows clouds
s e

1o increase precipiation such as ain or snow, suppress hal, dissipate
& i 3

ly used in a variety
countries, including the United States, China, India, and Russia, two
options can be deployed. Ground-based seeding machines, sometimes
located on mountains in ski resorts, generate smoke that floats into
the air like incense. Airplanes can also drop flares that produce silver
fodide smoke into clouds or fly nto a storm with lares strapped to
their wings.

Despite a growing interest in this relatively inexpensive technique, its
effectiveness is difficult to evaluate, and it i 2lso considered contro-
2 o =

cloud seeding on environmental pollution.

about government manipulation of the weather,in this case kading to
flooding incidents or global warming.
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PLASTIGLOMERATE 31

Coined by a team made of a geologist, an oceanographer, and a
sculptor,* the term “plastiglomerate” refers to a new kind of rock made
of melted plastics, marine debris, basalt, and wood combined into a
single substance by bonfires. Such a kind of geclogical formation,
neither stone, nor plastic, was recently found on Hawaiian Beaches,
possibly a terminal point in the worldwide circulation of garbage.
Plastiglomerates can be seen as one of the many disturbing-yet-
material markers of the Anthropocene, this new epoch viewed as the
period during which human activity has been the dominant influence
on the climare and the environment. Plastic is a century old but these
peculiar Hawaiian rocks show that it can quickly be integrated with
other matter through geological forces. They give us the impression
that both consumer society and metamorphism can be combined to
forge the relics of our industrial civilizations. Such process happens
almost in real-time, compared to geological timeframes. Labelled as
“plasticrust” by geologists, a similar phenomenon has been observed
in Madeira, where a coating of plastic particles, originated in the ocean,
adhered directly onto rocks along the shoreline®.

To some extent, plastiglomerate is the visible manifestation of a
phenomenon that exists at a much smaller level almost everywhere on
this planet: the integration of micro-plastic particles in our environ-
ment, in the food we eat, in the water we drink, and eventually in our
bodies. This is why plastiglomerate embodies the general condition
of our world, a hybrid of synthetic polymers and organic compounds.

4 Corcoran, Patricia, Charles Moore, and Kelly Jazvac. 2614.

“An Anthropogenic Marker Horizen in the Future Rock Record.”

GSA Today 24: 4-8. https: /doi . org/l10.1130/GSAT-G198A. 1.

5 Gestoso, Ignacio, Eva Cacabelos, Patricio Ramalhosa, and

Jodo Canning-Clode. 2619. “Plasticrusts: A New Potential Threat

in the Anthropocene’s Rocky Shores.” Science of The Total Environment

687: 813-15. https://doi.org/10.1816/].5C totenv,2019.06,123.
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SQUARE WATERMELON 103

People have been altering fruits and vegetabies for centuries to meet

d visual appeal. A i
and graphic designer named Tomoyuki Ono invented square water-
melons in 1978, Using a transparent moulding frame, she found that
a melon inside a glass-box could grow o fit the enclosure. While Ono
first presented the result in an art gallery in Tokyo, she also parented
her invention in the USA around the same time?”. The square water-
‘melons were then sold in Japan s tropical food gifts, opped with a
bow. When they appeared in stores at the end of the seventies, they
sold for almost twice the price of the old-fashioned oval melon as
growing them is labourintensive. Initially placed in square-shaped
moulds, young watermelons mature with constant monitoring, in
order to ensure that they grow without any cracking and maintain a
perfectly cubic shape. Using a similar process, watermelons can also
be grown in a cone or pyramidal shape. The same goes for melons,
aucchini, tomatoes, cucumbers, and pumpkins.

Since the resulting shape makes the fruits easier o ship, cut, and
store, they slowly began to spread in some countries such as Iran.
Nevertheless, the high cost required to produce it limited it reception.
“This situation did not prevent agronomic researchers from designing
and developing more intensive methods of growing these cubic fruits,
often using hydraulic or mechanical gauges t exert pressure on the
watermelon. i i
ruits simultaneously. At the other end of the spectrum, consumers
interested in gardening can also find instructions about how to grow
square watermelons on DIY websites such as Instructables'™ because:
obviously, these funnily shaped fruits correspond o a light and
artisanal humar-made nature

17 0n, Tomoyuli. 1980, “Holding process for 3 natural fruit of
2 frust-tree of wegetable, 8 rolding frane therefor and nolded sbous
T United STATES pavent 5678569, F1Led 17 Februa
a1 43sunc 3 Decenber 16

18 waterneton, 2066, +G
(5108). htcos: e

RADIOACTIVE MUSHROOMS 133

Almost thirty years after the Chernoby! nuclear disaster, mushrooms.

picked by foragers in Belarus, and sold to the European market, were

stil contaminated with Cesium 137, a radioactive muclide that is a

waste product of nuclear reactors’. This ilustrates how fungi absorb.
& 3 v b e e

fungi that perform radiosynhe process

that uses the pigment melanin to convert garama radiation into chem-

ical energy for growth. Such fungi were discovered growing near

i d that three of such mek

species, including Cladosporium sphaerospermum, Wangiclla dermati-

e | . :

the radiation level was 500 times higher than in the normal environ-
mentt. Other researchers from NASAS Jet Propulsion Laboratory real-
ised that it could be possible to extract the power of radicsynthesis
from the fungi, and use it to create a cream which can protect people
from radiation; for instance cancer patients being treated with radi-
ation workers at muclear plans, or astronaurs on long dura-
tion flights". Tricholora matsutake is another mushroom that s often
mentioned with regards to nuclear explosions as it was resilient enough
o growin the area afer the atomic bomb fel on Hiroshima'®

7 De Clercq, Geert. 2017, “France Stops Large Shipnent of
Radioactive Balarus Noshrooes.” Resters, 38 a1,

tpnent-of-cadiosct
T b

-belarus-ush
e
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advent of our new geological era whose underlying driving forces
appear (o defy it being construed as a System of Nature, results in
the Organon tself being disrupted: the large-scale rational organ-
ization of the Folocene is giving way to the emergence of curious

the Anthropocene, therefore, becomes less a question of systemic
organization, rather a relational ecology which responds, as Aristotle
wrote on the genealogy of monsters, to an “accidental necessity™*
A world without monscers s, of course, more than conceivable as it
does not imply a logical contradiction, yet this doesn' correspond to
the realm of the real world, our world. If monsters are necessarily
“accidental, tis due to the fact that they are indissociable from our
understanding of the world as i is.

Curiosity cabinets such as the Bestiary do not include the epigenetic
recipes which covertly relate such and such entitis to one another.
You won't have any inkling beforehand, however, you will gain a
more precise picture by creating your own matchings of monsters
with one another. And for good reason, given that these hitherto
unheard of relationships between disparate objects produce new
narratives and frameworks of classification that disrupr the distinc-
tions between kingdoms, taxons o species. Stratigraphers are
still debating on which rock, sediment or artefact should become
the marker (geological time boundary) of this new geological age,
and are almost certain that this (techno-fossil will only constitute
convincing evidence thereof in the eyes of a furure investigator-col
lector if we project ourselves mentally into a time when the human
species will have disappeared.’ With geology itself becoming a
prospective science and an alien hunter of spectres of the Holocene,
it is lictle wonder that we furn to monsers and miracles to bear

We

withess (o our curren: existence as humankind. At
Have Never Boen Modern, Bruno Latous leafs through the pages of
a major national caily to demonstrate the futlity of the separation

of the categories of Nature and Culture that Modernity proposes.

at the risk of the most haphazard connections.

ON PLANETARY
INDIGESTION

(STEP INTO
OUR O.EEI.C.E.)

—THE CENTER
FOR GENOMIC
GASTRONOMY
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ON CLASSIFICATION

(WHAT KIND OF
NOVUM ORGANUM
WOULD IT BE?)

—MATTHIEU
DUPERREX

NEGATIVE COMMONS? 191

‘The small city of Centreville in the United States, lacated in the state.

of Winois—and more precisely in the county of Saint Clair—has been
from some o ly

lating into protest. This territory has experienced a slow corrosion of

Over the course of several decadies, some sites of this region have, in
various ways, become quite hostile o lfe. Reports abound describing
the ll that che inhabitants of Centreville, among the poorest people
in the United States, ere burdened with: floors that crumble and
collapse taking the walls of the houses with them, sewage that is no
longer carcied away, recurtent flooding, scubborn mould and unbear-

a ' \ VAW A ‘able odours. The city has all the makings of a territory of nightmares,
Pap bdli\l ER helierng an evi that i at once endemnic,pervasive and inviile.
VARV

It thus takes on almos: Lovecratian accents, as found for instance

N A 7 p ,vN r‘Tr/"c A in The Colour out of Space?, when describing it. In this short story,

,’OHTAM' yA a meteorite crashes on a piece of land thenceforth described as the

y 1 “ 7", blighting it the living b id-

ing nearby,che plants as well as the animals. But the Lovecralt of this

sad tale would have to be rvisited along the lines drawn by contem-

porary authors such as Mat: Ruff (Lovecrafr Country)or Vitor Lavalle

(The Balad of Black Tom), whose horific tales make one sensitive to

yand

Iynching—a reflection of  history of racialinequalities afficting the
USA. The majority of Centrevile's population is African-American.

The city is a self-coptophagous territory, unable to discharge its
wastewater outside. Reports filmed on location over recent months
e 3 #

the appearance of excrement in the garden seconds later. The wife
0f a man with diabetes tstifies during a reportage that @ few years
carlir she wrapped a garbage bag around her husbendSs foot, which
had o protect it from the by the
scwage floding their home. T1s whole eg had to be amputared some
time later.

ON TEMPORALITIES

(TOWARDS A
GESTALT SWITCH)

—GEOFFREY
C. BOWKER

018 fabriaue o petlerin.

ONOMATOPEE 188 | 5


http://www.bestiaryanthropocene.com/
https://www.onomatopee.net/exhibition/bestiary_of-_the_antropocene/#publication

TITLE
A Bestiary of the Anthropocene

EDITORS
Nicolas Nova & DISNOVATION.ORG

DESIGN & LAYOUT
Maria Roszkowska (DISNOVATION.ORG)

FORMAT
256 pages, Paperback, 148x210 mm, silver ink on ultra black paper

LANGUAGE
English

PUBLISHER
Onomatopee | ISBN 978-94-93148-44-4

CONTACT

Contact[at]disnovation.net

INFO & DOWNLOADS
Website: BestiaryAnthropocene.com | Press-Kit: Flickr-folder

Book Excerpt: 16MB | Buy: Onomatopee.net

A BESTIARY OF THE ANTHROPOCENE | ONOMATOPEE 188 |


http://www.nicolasnova.net/
http://disnovation.org/index.php
http://disnovation.org/index.php
https://www.onomatopee.net/
http://www.bestiaryanthropocene.com/
https://flic.kr/s/aHsmRFSSik
https://bestiaryanthropocene.com/assets/images/A_Bestiary_of_the_Anthropocene_EXCERPT.pdf
https://www.onomatopee.net/exhibition/bestiary_of-_the_antropocene/#publication_13127
https://www.onomatopee.net/exhibition/bestiary_of-_the_antropocene/#publication_13127
http://www.bestiaryanthropocene.com/
https://www.onomatopee.net/exhibition/bestiary_of-_the_antropocene/#publication

